



























































PUBLISHING @ VOX AT

Publishing is the foundation of everything we do at VOX. Teens are the subject-matter experts
in their own lives and bring unique perspectives as to how best support themselves and their
peers in healthy development. VOX trains teens to use their voices in their own communities.
We know they are the ones who can best advocate for themselves and their peers as they create
arich and diverse environment for them to grow, learn and thrive.

From July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018, VOX teens published 267 articles and resources on
VOXATL.com. In addition, we had 210,821 unique visitors to the site during that time
frame, with 285,294 page views.

by Erin Davis, 17, North Cobb High School

VOXATL

VOXATL

To the White Lady Who Racially Profiled Me 1 Was racially profiled the other day in my

own neighborhood. There are many people out
in the world who face the same situation daily,
and many more who are ignorant to what

happened ...

I'm not writing this for your sympathy.
s issnsan 1 0 NOt want you to feel sorry for me. What I
‘ nges do want you to do is understand what a lot of
g wonoeoni - you do on an everyday basis and will probably

continue to do even after you read this. I can’t

stop it, but I can write about it.

OPINION: An Opportunity Lost — A Look at
the Other Side of the National School
Walkout

March 14, 2018 | Topic: Education, My Story, Opinion, Politics, School
By Erin Davis

in My Neighborhood

January 30, 2018 | Topic: Identity, My Story, Opinion, Race/Ethnicity
By Mack Walker

1 was racially profiled the other
day in my own neighborhood.
‘There are many people out in the
world who face the same
situation daily, and many more
Who are ignorant to what

It'sfive minutes before 10a.m.,
and teachers at North Gobb High
School are closing the doors and
the administration is securing
each classroom.

“No one can go out now,” they
tell us in a tone, leaving no room

for discussion.
I'm not writing this for your

‘sympathy. | do not want you to
feel sorry for me. What | do want

On March 14, the morning of the
National School Walkout to honor
the 17 students and faculty killed
Feb. 14 at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkiand,
Florida, and to protest school gun
violence, | had coordinated with

You to do s understand what a lot of you do
read this. | can't stop i, but | can write about it

basis and wil p after you

My narrative begins on a January day on the sidewalk in front of my white female friend's house. We were talking,

walking, laughing around the neighborhood, like regular teens should be able do, before we sat down outside of her

home. A lady in a car was riding by, and we waved, which is something | feel like I have to do everyday when | walk
outside of my home just so | don'tlook like a target, my parents to arrange for an
excused absence from school,
My parents said | could
participate in the national walkout
and cover the event as a member
of VOX ATL's reporting team.

Today, I learned our school has little respect
for its students. I learned that the school

Everything seemed OK at first. As the lady was riding by, she rolled her window down to say “Hey guys,” in an excited
tone before taking off in the direction of the traffic circle. Everythings cool, right? That's what | thought. | didn't see
anything wrong with the gesture at first. It seemed normal. That was before she put her car in reverse two minutes
after the first encounter and then spoke to us again, asking why we were sitting outside.

My friend Aida spoke first, explaining that she lived in the house behind us. Then | spoke, explaining that | lived in the
neighborhood, and then | gave the lady my address — not that it was any of her business anyway. It didn't seem ke
acrime to want to talk to one of my only good friends on this side of town before heading inside and focusing on the
ton of homework that my teachers had given me in my honors and AP classes.

The lady said “OK" and then drove off again in the direction of the traffc circle. Aida and I stared at each other for a
good 10 seconds before | got up, pretty angry, and told her that was my cue to leave. She agreed, letting out a few
more curses than | did about how stupid it was that we can't even talk in our own neighborhood and how that lady.

was toputiton Facebook page. Our community Facebook page is something the

v people — orin terms, alert of about “crime” and other

considers it acceptable to push around, bully
and essentially pressure its student body.
I learned that our school administrators
made a choice to alienate themselves from
the students they are supposed to serve and

However, as | made my way
toward the front of my school, |
observed the following:
Administrators were patrolling the
hals in high numbers, seemingly
looking to target and corner any
students making their way toward
the front for the walkout. At least

eight Cobb County Police.

events happening. And guess what? She absolutely did! vehicles were on site.

protect ... They made a choice to side against
us, their students, in this, a moment of
history ... Today I learned that my school
erae s o e o e s sl s s sk g o A made a choice. And it did not choose me. et ot e oty

fight? | wouldn't action,

by: Mack Walker, 16, North Atlanta High School

As 5000 as | got home, | got a call from my mom, who was with my little brother at his all-state chorus audition. “Did

North Cobb High administration's
you go straight home?" she asked with a nervous and frantic tone.

apparent approach was to hinder
the walkout by inhibiting a large
portion of students from

Iold her no, explaining what | did after school. She told me that the lady had posted a message on Facebook. Wow.
In response, my mom posted a lengthy and classy, Michelle Obama-esque response, which definitely did not match
how she was really feeling. People from the neighborhood backed her up in the comments, and to put it short, |

VOX teens cover the issues that matter the most to
them and their peers. This year they reported on key
community topics including immigration, teens
experiencing homelessness, gang violence, the
national school walkout and sexual exploitation.
Pictured here are VOX teen reporters at
the March for Our Lives in Atlanta.

Thanks to our media partners, VOX teens
receive press passes to movie screenings,
live theater, concerts and more. VOX was
thrilled to attend the press screening of
Black Panther and wrote reviews on a
number of different angles, including
political impact, gender roles, music
and hairstyles in the film.

This year, VOX ATL released the second and
third seasons of the VOXCast, our original
podcast by and for teens. The team
discussed everything from prom to dress
code to racism.

Listen on Soundcloud and iTunes.



P 7T\ ."‘.,
VOX’s board and staff celebrate the end of 2017!
We are grateful for the many ways that our
board members support the organization.

Since then, VOX has worked to provide that place and so much more.® I get asked often what VOX stands for. My answer is simple and always
at the ready, ,VOX means voice in Latin.”, So much of VOX’s evolution has been about what it means to discover your voice as a person in this
world. What does it mean to harness the power of your voice by sharing your story? What does it mean to use your voice to speak up about

W 2m the things that matter deeply to you? What does it mean to use your voice to lead, to connect, and to build community?

As we close out the celebration of 25 years of VOX, these questions continue to guide us. In FY2018, we planted seeds for what’s next - the
“ buildout of a podcast studio, the redesign of our website and the growth of our financial sustainability. The evolution continues while =
we remain grounded in VOX’s bold founding vision. Thank you for being a part of this transformative work. We’re excited about what’s to come!
In the spirit of VOX,
Susan Landrum, Executive Director

VOX Adult Staff

VOX Board of Directors, 2017-18

Elizabeth Faist, Bowden Spratt, VOX Board Chair Lindsay Church, Alston & Bird Katy McConnell, Littler vox Adult Staff

Tania Dowdy, SunTrust, VOX Board Vice Chair Claire Dozier, Bearings Bike Shop Bartram Nason, Civic Matters Susan Landrum, MSW, Executive Director

Kate Frost, PwC, VOX Board Secretary Brandon George, DigitasLBi Khalil Shipman, Druid Hills High School Richard Eldredge, Senior Editor

Scott Woelfel, IfThen Digital, VOX Board Treasurer Haley Henderson, Grady High School Richard Smith, Benton + Bradford Consulting Josie Footmon-Smith, LMSW, Program Director

Brittney Baack, Community Volunteer dJoe Hirsch, TrustDale Everett Steele, City of Atlanta Maurice Garland, Publishing Director

Lindsey Caldwell, Coxe Curry & Associates Elaine Hudson, Hands On Atlanta Christopher Walker, Greenberg Traurig, LLP Allison Hood, MSW, Development & Outreach Director

Perri D. Chandler, Community Volunteer Rebecca Jeltuhin, Milton High School Mack Walker, North Atlanta High School Rachel Alterman Wallack, MSW, Founder & Mission Director
Chardina Choate, Spelman College Lea Ann Leming, WebMD Christina Zdanowicz, CNN Digital

We appreciate the many individuals, foundations, companies and government agencies who financially support us, and this group is always being updated!
For a full list of our donors, please visit www.voxatl.org.





